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To Whom It May Concern

The Committee on Perioperative Care of the American College of Surgeons is
pleased to provide a letter of strong support of the Surgical Technologist
Credentialing Act, a bill that will require that surgical technologists in the
operating rooms be appropriately credentialed and certified in the State of
Michigan.

The Committee on Perioperative Care of the American College of Surgeons
developed a Statement (see attached) in 2005 recommending appropriate
training and certification for all surgical technologists:

“The American College of Surgeons strongly supports adequate education and
training of all surgical technologists, supports the accreditation of all surgical
technology educational programs, and supports examination for certification of alf
graduates of accredited surgical technology educational programs.”

Surgical technologists are integral and valuable members of the surgical team.
Patients assume that all personnel caring for them are propetly educated and
have appropriate clinical experience; however, surgical technologists remain
the only members of the surgical team who are not required to meet threshold
educational and certification criteria in order to practice in their area of
expertise. Passage of a surgical technologist credentialing bill will obviate this
alarming disparity and ensure that all personnel caring for patients undergoing
surgery are appropriately educated and meet minimum continuing education
standards.

Surgical patient care is enhanced when all members of the surgical team work
collaboratively and are appropriately educated. Threshold competency
requirements for surgical technologists will help achieve this goal. Patients
undergoing surgery in Michigan deserve no less.

Very truly yours,
/ q .
T. Forcht Dagi, MD, FACS, Chair

Committee on Perioperative Care
American College of Surgeons

(W '/——7)

FOUNDED BY SURGEQNS OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA, 1913
The American College of Surgeons Is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer



http://www.facs.org/fellows_info/statements/st-47.html

